Lactating female chacma baboons, Papio cynocephalus ursinus, maintain close associations, or 'friendships', with particular males that may protect infants from sexually selected infanticide by a newly immigrated alpha male. In a 2-year study, we sought evidence of female-female competition for male friends in cases where two mothers maintained friendships with the same male simultaneously. In this context, relative competitive abilities of the rival females influenced social access to the shared male friend: dominant females maintained higher levels of close proximity and allogrooming with the male than their subordinate counterparts. This disparity was greatest when younger dominant females and older subordinate females shared a male friend. This pattern resulted from social displacement: subordinate females experienced a significant decrease in time spent near the male friend immediately after a dominant female began associating with him (but the converse was not true). Changes in time male-female friends spent near one another were due primarily to changes in the behaviour of the females. Females may compete for friends based on male rank and probability of paternity of their current infants. Evidence that lactating females may pursue alternative anti-infanticide strategies besides friendship formation came from two sources. First, subordinate females displaced from a friendship made compensatory changes in their relationships with the potentially infanticidal alpha male: spatial proximity and the rate of contact with him fell significantly in the period immediately following displacement. Second, across the entire sample of friendships, female social behaviour and age were significantly correlated. Compared to younger mothers, older females showed: (1) a smaller relative contribution to maintaining close proximity to the male friend; (2) less close proximity to the male friend; and (3) greater proximity to relatives (this association applied to higher-ranking females). Thus, avoidance of infanticidal threat and protective association with maternal kin may constitute two alternative counterstrategies for some lactating females.
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Charles Darwin (1871) postulated that sexual selection operates through two mechanisms: intrasexual competition and intersexual mate choice. Intrasexual selection has long been accepted as an important cause of behavioural and morphological evolution in males (Bradbury & Davies 1987) , particularly in polygynous species, but its relevance for understanding female biology is much less clear. The emphasis of current theoretical and empirical studies on males rather than females is understandable given that secondary sexual characteristics and contests for mates are conspicuous among males of many species, but relatively uncommon among females (Andersson 1994) . Females do compete with one another in many circumstances, but the commodities at stake are generally considered to be resources related directly to their own and their offspring's survival (nest sites, food, safety from predators) rather than to that of males. Consequently, although competition for resources is implicated in diverse aspects of female behavioural ecology, such as reproductive suppression (Wasser & Barash 1983; Abbott 1987) , maternal aggression (Maestripieri 1992), territoriality (Waser & Wiley 1979) , infanticide (Wolff 1993), matrilineal dominance hierarchies (Silk 1993) and group fission (Dittus 1988), female-female competition for males remains 'a vast area of ignorance ' (Berglund et al. 1993 ). Indeed, the extent to which the competitive
